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ABOUT RECYCLED RUBBER & FAQs 
 
Recycled rubber is created by randomly mixing rubber compounds.  With post-consumer rubber waste (used tires*), post-industrial 
rubber waste and virgin rubber, recycled rubber flooring is offered in black (all tire waste) to very colorful.   This durable flooring was 
originally created for use in weight rooms, hockey rinks and other sports oriented facilities.  In addition to fitness and recreation areas, 
recycled rubber is suitable for a variety of other installation areas as it offers great slip resistance, has good sound and shock 
absorption, is comfortable under foot, is durable and can handle heavy rolling loads. 
 
*used tires are ground up and cleaned to remove stones, dirt and metal.  
 
While recycled rubber makes good use of waste, the manufacturing process of randomly mixing colors also makes for uniquely colored 
flooring.  The Capri @ Home Recycled Rubber Collection offers rich neutrals, bold colors, the unique Cork Chunks which is tire waste 
with cork dust and cork chunks plus an array of predominately black colors.   
 
Available in 4’ wide rolls, and tiles in multiple thicknesses (4, 6, 8 mm) and 8 mm Interlocking tiles, this versatile flooring can be installed 
in tough areas like garages and workout rooms to areas where quiet floors are desired or rooms where comfort under foot is needed.  
Recycled rubber is an excellent choice for playrooms, family rooms, kitchens, baths, entryways and more.  
 
What are the tile sizes? 

Tile size for colors Brownstone, Cork Chunks, Emerald, Fall Leaves, Garnet, Jelly Beans, Mardi Gras, Salt & Pepper, Sapphire and 
Slate is 2’ x 2’.  The tile size for colors Night, Night Blue, Night Chalk, Night Green, Night Ice and Night Red is 3’ x 3’.  Interlocking tiles 
are 3’ x 3’ (outside dimension, 8.2 sf/tile). 
 
What thickness should I use for my application? 

For general use areas in the home with normal to heavy foot traffic, 4 mm thickness can be used.  In workout areas with fitness 
equipment, 6 mm should be used and workout areas that also include free weights, 8mm should be used.  Recycled rubber can be 
installed in garages in either 6 mm or 8mm thickness and must be glued to the substrate.  In other areas of the garage without vehicles 
all formats including interlocking tiles may be used. Recycled rubber can also be installed on the walls in garages as it provides a softer 
surface if the doors hit the walls.   
 
Where can I use Interlocking tiles? 

Recycled rubber interlocking tiles can be used in any interior space.  Interlocking tiles are ideally suited for spaces that require a “non-
permanent” floor covering.  Some common areas where interlocking tiles can be installed are basements, fitness rooms, and garage 
work shop areas. Interlocking tiles should not be installed in outside settings or areas that will have heavy rolling loads like vehicles. 
Expansion and contraction of the tiles when not adhered is characteristic of recycled rubber. 

 
What make recycled rubber floors “family and pet friendly”? 

This durable flooring with subtle texture and mixtures of color can handle lots of activity and still retain its good looks.  In garages 
recycled rubber can be driven on and hosed down when cleaning is needed. Occasional “accidents” by pets or small children will not 
damage the flooring as long as the cleanup is done quickly.  Recycled rubber allows for simple “user-friendly” maintenance.  If either a 
pet or person abuses the recycled rubber flooring, they can cause damage to the floor. 
 
Will the rubber smell go away? 

All rubber has an odor which will dissipate with the time frame for this dependent on ventilation in the space, temperature and humidity. 
Cleaning and finishing can speed the dissipating process. The smell is related to the rubber content and there is no off-gassing or 
health risk associated with the smell.   Recycled rubber meets the highest indoor air quality standards (CA section 01350) and is 
FloorScore® certified.   
 
How is recycled rubber made? 

The rubber granules are randomly mixed in a large cylinder with binder added to hold the granules together.  When the rubber is cured 
and ready to cut the cylinders resemble giant logs.  The logs are “peeled” (cut) into thicknesses of 4, 6 or 8 mm.  “Skive” or knife marks 
from the cutting process can appear as lines across the face of recycled rubber rolls and tiles.  These lines/marks are an inherent part 
of the manufacturing process and not considered a defect. 
 
Will recycled rubber dent? 

Recycled rubber is commercial grade and very durable; however as with all resilient flooring, if too much pressure is exerted in too 
small an area denting may occur.  Proper furniture glides/footings (available from 1877floorguy.com), walker protectors and chair mats 
under casters are necessary.  The floor must be protected when moving heavy equipment, appliances or furniture. 
 
Will recycled rubber fade?  

Colorfast pigments are used to create recycled rubber, however when exposed to intense sunlight, fading and yellowing of colors many 
occur.  
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What types of substrates are required for recycled rubber? 

The two approved substrates are concrete and plywood.  Cracks, expansion joints and uneven areas should be filled. Either substrate 
needs to be cleaned, dry, smooth, flat and structurally sound and free of dust, solvent, paint, wax, oil, grease, sealers, old adhesives or 
other material.  Detailed information about each substrate is in the Recycled Rubber Installation Instructions. 
 
What testing must be done prior to installing recycled rubber? 

The substrate must be tested for moisture content.  There are 2 approved testing methods which are explained in the Recycled Rubber 
Installation Instructions. 
 
How is recycled rubber installed? 

Recycled rubber is installed on clean, flat, and smooth concrete or plywood using a urethane adhesive (available from Capri).  Recycled 
Rubber Installation Instructions for tiles, rolls and interlocking tiles are available.  Recycled rubber rolls and tiles are directly adhered to 
the approved substrate while interlocking tiles are fit together with the interlocking tabs and are loose laid over the substrate. 
 
Can recycled rubber be installed over radiant heat? 

Yes, provided the floor temperature will not exceed 85
o
 F.  Recycled rubber should not have direct contact with electric mat systems, 

electric systems must be encapsulated. All heating systems must provide a smooth flat surface to install over.  Details for installing over 
radiant heat are in the Recycled Rubber Installation Instructions. 
 
Can recycled rubber be installed in areas that get wet? 

Yes. Recycled rubber is a great choice for many areas including bathrooms, laundry rooms, and residential kitchens. However, spills 
should still be cleaned up promptly. 
 
Are their areas where recycled rubber should not be installed? 

Do not install recycled rubber in basements that are damp, have leaks or receive seasonal flooding.   
 
Do I need to apply finish coats to recycled rubber? 

Recycled rubber colors Brownstone, Cork Chunks, Emerald, Fall Leaves, Garnet, Jelly Beans, Mardi Gras, Salt & Pepper, Sapphire 
and Slate require finish coats be applied after installation.  For recycled rubber colors Night, Night Blue, Night Chalk, Night Green, Night 
Ice and Night Red finish coats are optional. In fitness areas with free weights, dropped weights may mar the finish. Any issues on the 
finish caused by dropped free weights or dragged equipment are not considered a defect of the finish or the Recycled rubber. 
 
How is recycled rubber maintained? 

Recycled rubber offers “user-friendly” maintenance. The maintenance includes regular vacuuming/sweeping and cleaning with neutral 
floor cleaner (available from Capri) as needed.  Capri @ Home Recycled Rubber Care & Maintenance Instructions (CAH303) are 
available. 
 
How do I know when my floors need to be re-coated?  

When you start to see sheen differences in your finish (typically in the highest traffic areas) you should schedule the re-coat.  


